Martin16 Class Rules

Summary of Changes: 2017 — 2026 Version (V1.13)

This document compares the Martin16 Class Rules “Ratified & Revised August 2017” with the
“V1.13, Effective June 10, 2026” edition and summarizes all changes. The 2026 edition is
primarily a structural reorganization into the standard World Sailing class-rules format, but it also
contains a number of substantive rule additions, removals, and modifications, detailed below.

1. Format and Structural Changes

These changes affect how the document is organized rather than the substance of the rules.

* Reorganization: The old numbered scheme (Sections 1-8 plus Appendices A & B) was
replaced with lettered Sections A—G grouped under a new “Part 1 — Administration”
heading.

* New Index: A table of contents / Index was added at the front.

* Versioning: Changed from “Ratified & Revised August 2017” to “V1.13, Effective June 10,
2026.”

* New design note: Added the line “The Martin 16 sailboat was designed by Don Martin in
1995.”

* Cross-references renumbered: e.g., old 3.2.7 (Sail Plan) — D.1.10; old 6.2.3 — G.1.5.

+ Terminology: “ISAF” replaced by “World Sailing” throughout (e.g., “ISAF ERS C.2.2” —
“World Sailing ERS C.2.2").

* Unchanged tables: The rig-measurement table, the sail-plan / measurement table, and
the bowsprit measurement table are numerically identical between versions.

2. Substantive Additions

* New defined terms (Section A.2): “secured,” “fastened,
now formally defined.

* New abbreviations: IFDS and MNA added; ASN redefined from “AbleSail Network” to
“AbleSail Network & Martin16 Class Association.”

+ Expanded Authorities & Responsibilities (A.4): adds that ASN is the certification
authority, that World Sailing is the international authority of the class, that ASN appoints
official measurers, and that a certificate may be withdrawn at World Sailing’s request.

* New permitted instruments/equipment (D.2): telltales on shrouds and sails; timing
devices; an inclinometer (alongside the analog compass); and a VHF radio to monitor a
Race-Committee-designated channel. The digital-compass allowance was broadened to
include “directional memory.”

+ New sailing-companion actions (single-handed): “gybing the mainsail” and “other duties
as specified in Notice of Race and Sailing Instructions” were added to the permitted-actions
list.

”

permanent,” and “alteration” are



3. Substantive Removals

Minimum weight rule (old 6.6): the entire 300 Ib / 136 kg “live load” supplemental-ballast
rule was removed.

Appendix B — Mobility Cup: the whole appendix (Gold/Silver fleet structure and the
sailing-companion duties table) was removed.

Minimum fleet/class size (old 6.4): the “minimum of five boats registered” sentence was
removed.

GPS speed-device prohibition (old 3.3.2): the explicit “GPS based speed devices are
prohibited” statement no longer appears.

Foredeck repair restriction (old 6.5.2): the qualifier that repairs must “not involve
accessing the foredeck” was dropped; repairs now simply need to be done safely.
Single-handed spinnaker prohibition (old 6.2.2): the explicit “use of a spinnaker is not
allowed” line was dropped (spinnaker use is now framed positively as a double-handed
Turbo allowance).

4. Modifications to Existing Rules

Holding out sails (Section E, old 4.2): “No device may be used to hold the headsail out or
to dislodge the headsail if caught” was broadened to “No device may be used to hold out,
push out, gybe or dislodge either sail.”

Turbo spinnaker (Section F): the spinnaker allowance now explicitly specifies “DOUBLE-
HANDED in Martin16 Turbo format” (the double-handed qualifier was added).
Closed-class-rules description (old 1.3): merged into the new Section B alongside Rule
Changes / Jurisdiction, which moved from near the end of the document (old Section 7) to
the front administration block.



5. Side-by-Side Comparison of Key Changes

Topic

Document title /
version

Structure

Defined terms

Abbreviations

Governing body
reference

Authorities section

Instruments
(compass)

Other instruments

GPS speed devices

Holding/dislodging
sail

Sailing companion
actions

Single-handed
spinnaker

Turbo spinnaker

Repairs while racing

Minimum fleet size
Minimum weight rule

Appendix B —
Mobility Cup

Rig / sail / bowsprit
tables

| 2017 version

Ratified & Revised August 2017

Numbered Sections 1-8 + Appendices

A&B

Assistive equipment; Sailing
Companion

ISAF, ASN, ERS, RRS

“ISAF” used throughout

Brief disclaimer + membership note

One compass, analog or digital
(heading + timing only)

Masthead wind indicator; NOR
equipment

Explicitly prohibited (3.3.2)

Headsail only: hold out or dislodge

Listed (no gybing mainsail)

Explicitly not allowed (6.2.2)

DOUBLE-HANDED Turbo format

Must not access the foredeck (6.5.2)

Class = min. 5 boats registered (6.4)
300 Ib / 136 kg live-load option (6.6)

Full appendix w/ Gold/Silver fleets &
duties table

As specified

2026 version
V1.13, Effective June 10, 2026

Lettered Sections A—G under “Part 1 —

Administration” + Index

Adds: secured, fastened, permanent,
alteration

Adds IFDS, MNA; ASN = AbleSail

Network & Martin16 Class Association

“World Sailing” used throughout

Expanded: certification authority,
measurers, certificate withdrawal

Analog compass and/or inclinometer;

digital adds “directional memory”

Adds telltales, timing devices, VHF
radio (monitor only)

Statement removed

Either sail: hold out, push out, gybe or

dislodge

Adds “gybing the mainsail” and NOR/SI

duties

Explicit prohibition removed

Adds explicit “DOUBLE-HANDED”
qualifier

Foredeck restriction removed; must be

done safely
Removed
Removed entirely

Removed

Numerically unchanged

Prepared from the supplied “Martin16 2017 Class Rules.pdf” and “Martin16 2026 Class Rules.docx.”



