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The Adaptive Sailing Association of British Columbia is a proud affiliate of the Disability Foundation Network. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sam Sullivan Disability Foundation 
 Adaptive Sailing Association of British Columbia (ASABC) 
 British Columbia Mobility Opportunities Society (BCMOS) 

 Connec Tra Society 
 Disabled Independent Gardeners Association (DIGA) 

 Tetra Society of North America 
 Vancouver Adapted Music Society (VAMS) 
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The Adaptive Sailing Association of British Columbia (ASABC) is a legal trade name of the Disabled Sailing 
Association of British Columbia (DSABC).  
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Our Board 
 

 
Derek Lau, Chair 
 
A Software/IT veteran with 20+ years of experience, Derek is currently the 
Enterprise Architect for Vision Critical, overseeing the digital enterprise.  A 
background in technology and business allows Derek to build a bridge between the 
two worlds, and provides a unique perspective to problem solving. His passion at 
work is to take a complex problem or need, bring minds together to collaborate, 
and come up with simple, elegant, and usable solutions.  

 
 

 
Matthew Burke, Vice-Chair 
 
Matthew has been sailing for almost 15 years and first joined the ASABC Board in 
2018. He currently works in a behaviour intervention program for children on the 
autism spectrum and also volunteers at Sunny Hill BC Children’s Hospital to improve 
patients’ physical and mental well-being through therapeutic activities. As a founder 
and program coordinator of multiple volunteer organizations, Matthew brings his 
non-profit experience and can-do attitude to the ASABC Board. 

 
 

 
Carrie Torrans, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Carrie has a Bachelors of Social Work from UBC and worked extensively in the non-
profit sector. She has dedicated a considerable amount to volunteering as a camp 
counsellor, working as a teacher aid, and a developmental disabilities case 
worker. More recently, Carrie has been involved with the Cerebral Palsy 
Association of BC. Throughout her experiences, Carrie has become an enthusiastic 
motivational public speaker, and a positive role model. 
 

 
Thomas Branson, Director 
 
Thomas is a professional geologist with over 15 years’ industry experience. Having 
helped to organize and manage a variety of exploration projects, he has a wide 
range of management experience. He earned a B.Sc. in Earth and Ocean Science 
from the University of British Columbia and an M.Sc. in Exploration Geology from 
Rhodes University in South Africa. Thomas has been recreationally sailing since 2019 
and is eager to gain more experience on the water.  
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Introduction 
 

In 2022, the entire Disability Foundation network worked together to develop a brand new five-year strategy. 
These seven organizations’ boards, staff, volunteers, and partners contributed to updating our vision, mission, 
and whom we serve.  

Vision: The Disability Foundation Network inspires and empowers people with disabilities to re-imagine what 
is possible. 

Mission: Through our charitable societies, we will provide opportunities for people with disabilities to pursue 
their unique journeys. 

Whom we serve: Our primary participants are people of all ages with physical disability. Over time, we are 
broadening our delivery to include all disabilities. 

 

Our 2023-2027 goals 

Funding Goal:  Position the organizations for long-term financial sustainability 

Partnership Goal:  Develop long term relationships with local and national organizations to 
maximize program impact and fundraising 

Internal Capacity Goal:  Build an inclusive, healthy, effective and sustainable staff and Board 

Volunteering Goal:  Develop a robust and growing system of volunteer engagement and 
stewardship 

Program Goal:  Impact and empower more people with disabilities, their families, friends, and 
community 

 

ASABC is well known within the boating and sailing communities in Vancouver. Our brand brings good funding 
to help with summer expenses when well over 600 sailings occur. ASABC’s race club has renewed 
membership as long-time supporter and expert sailor Gerry Burns takes the helm as club captain. ASABC 
continues to focus on health and safety for our clients, volunteers, and staff. Advance maintenance, new 
equipment, and better training are front-and-center in 2023 and 2024 as we target specific grants for these 
improvements. In 2023, ASABC successfully received a grant to order two new Martin 16s and will arrive in 
the summer of 2024. ASABC continues to seek new ways to increase sailing capacity and booking fairness to 
our members. A new process releases reservable times one month at a time instead of opening the entire 
summer at the start in mid-May. Also, a maximum number of sailings per sailor was implemented. ASABC 
wants everyone to enjoy the freedom of sailing in the waters off Jericho. 

David Fong, Executive Director 
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2023 Highlights 
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Funding  
 
ASABC is very grateful to our funders, donors, and grantors. We are able to provide sailing activities to 
hundreds of people with disabilities each year with their generosity. Our major revenue comes from: 
 
In 2023, ASABC received 22 major gifts, with 11 Donations, 6 Grants, and 5 In-Kind Donations (through the 
Breeze Boat Donation Program). Funding came from a variety of sources: 

• 2 Corporate 
• 4 Foundations 
• 3 Government agencies 
• 10 Households 
• 3 Nonprofits 

 
The funds were primarily allocated to support ASABC's 
sailing programs and summer staff, creating accessibility 
and community engagement through sailing. 
 
The Wolrige Foundation 
TK Foundation 
Canadian Parks and Recreation Association (CPRA) 
ESDC - Enabling Accessibility Fund 
ESDC - Canada Summer Jobs 
Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch 
Burrard Yacht Club 
Coke Canada Bottling 
Byron-Pat Corner Foundation 
Centennial Sailing Club 
The Alma Mater Society - University of British Columbia 
D&B Atkins Charitable Gift Fund 
Butchart Gardens 
Laitin and Smelko Household 
Perry Household 
Mellema Household 
Laitin and Smelko Household 
Whitney Household 
 
 

Breeze 
 

ASABC’s boat donation program is called Breeze (https://asabc.org/breeze/).  

In 2023, Breeze was recovering from the pandemic years of no donations to 
renewed interest largely due to strategic thinking and tireless enthusiasm 

from Brad Davies and Adriaan Windt. Breeze began to see boat donations by the end of the year! 

 

The Canadian designed and built Martin 16 has a 
retractable keel for stability, making it impossible 
to capsize. What's more, the inner hull of the 
boat is filled with foam flotation, making the 
Martin 16 unsinkable even if totally flooded! 

https://asabc.org/breeze/
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Stars on the Water 
 
In 2023, the development team created the Stars on the Water campaign that is still going on strong today. 
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Partnerships  
 
Our incredible partners have supported ASABC by sponsoring sailing activities with their time and services: 
 
Jericho Sailing Centre 
City of Vancouver 
Green Thrift Stores of Canada 
University of British Columbia 
GF Strong Rehabilitation Centre 
Burrard Yacht Club 
Kape BoatWorks 
Spinal Cord Injury BC 
Neil Squire Society 

BC Wheelchair Sports Association 
BC Wheelchair Basketball Society 
Disability Foundation 
ConnecTra Society 
BC Mobility Opportunities Society 
Disabled Independent Gardeners Association 
Tetra Society of North America 
Vancouver Adapted Music Society 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

James Nelson, event organizer, Burrard Yacht 
Club Classic Boat and Car Show, presents cheque 
to ASABC. 

For over 30 years, Jericho Sailing Centre has been a 
key partner and supporter of ASABC. ASABC 
presented a certificate of appreciation to General 
Manager Mike Cotter and Assistant General 
Manager Andrei Bredin. 
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People and Internal Capacity  
 
Leadership Team 
David Fong, Executive Director 
Eric Molendyk, Program Manager 
Graeme Wyman, Program Manager 
Maryellen Polikoff, Finance Manager 
Jordan Cripps, Development Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ASABC Team 
Gerry Burns, Race Club Coordinator Adriaan Windt, Breeze Coordinator 
Walter Hajen, Maintenance Brad Davies, Breeze Volunteer 
Sarah Sum, Organization Administrator Mariya Demidenko, Assistant Administrator 
Sheryl Rose Newman, Volunteer Mgmt. Coordinator Gail Bongalis, Legacy Development Officer 
Joy Hayden, Development Consultant  Jessica Adam, Senior Communications Officer 
David Ostro, Database Specialist Toni Accettura, Database Assistant 
Devenne Drege, IT Specialist Justin Tao, Technology Specialist 
 
 
2023 ASABC Crew 
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Volunteer Management  
 
ASABC Active Volunteer Stats: 

• Total number of active volunteers: 41 
• Total number of volunteer hours contributed: 686.50 
• Volunteer of the Year Recipients: 

o ASABC Sailing Companion: Richard Rosenbaum 
o ASABC Land Volunteer: Alexandre Behar 

 
 

 

 

Sean has been volunteering with ASABC for five years 
now, and shared how "we’re not defined by our 
limitations; we’re just two people enjoying a sail. It’s a 
beautiful thing, and I feel privileged to be a part of it.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex Behar’s role as a sailing land volunteer involved 
diverse responsibilities, from greeting clients and setting 
up equipment to launching and retrieving sailboats. 
“My first experience really handling a disabled client 
was not necessarily the smoothest, but I learned pretty 
quickly. Within less than a week, I felt like I was really 
part of the ASABC family,” he said. 
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Program 
 

 

 
 
Kids’ Day Pirates 

 

ASABC continued to be at capacity with all sailing spots filling up as soon as they are offered. This year we 
staggered the bookings, opening up reservations one month at a time in hopes of creating more opportunities 
throughout the summer.  
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In 2023 ASABC hired long-time sailor and ASABC race club fleet captain, Gerry Burns. Gerry worked with the 
staff throughout the season to improve our boat maintenance and usability. We continue to receive support 
from the Burrard Yacht Club who once again donated over $6,000 from donations at their annual Classic Car 
and Boat Show that took place 
in June.   

ASABC had members from the 
False Creek Yacht Club, led by 
Tim Slater, who initiate a two- 
year fundraiser. Tim put 
together an expert crew to 
compete in the Vic-Maui 
International Yacht Race as 
they sail from Victoria to 
Hawaii. This fundraiser will end 
in 2026.  

  

  

2023 Andy Hunt Regatta competitor Gerry Burns 
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Social Media 
 

 
 
 
The Adaptive Sailing Association of British Columbia engaged a total of 31,679 users with an average 
engagement rate (how much of our audience actively engages with social media content) of 6.9% on 
Facebook and 9.46% on Instagram. The association gained 190 new followers between Facebook (31) and 
Instagram (159), bringing the ASABC’s social media following to 1,942. The ASABC Facebook page reached 
26,333 users with 30,235 impressions, while Instagram reached 5,346 users with 8,442 impressions. In total, 
85 posts were made across both platforms, resulting in 38,677 impressions and 32,376 post interactions. Top-
performing posts included content related to summer sailing programs and event recaps. In 2023, the ASABC 
website had 6,162 visits.  

  



P a g e  15 | 29 

 

Finance (KPMG Review) 
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Adaptive Sailing Association of B.C.     110-2285 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC V5N 3G9 
Tel: 604  688  6464    Fax: 604  688  6463    E-mail: info@asabc.org 

www.asabc.org 
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